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About the Speaker

Helen Zia is an award-winning author, journalist, Fulbright Scholar to China, and former
Executive Editor of Ms. Magazine. The daughter of Chinese immigrants, she has been
outspoken in the US on issues. Helen is the author of the bool: Asian American Dreams:
The Emergence of an American People, which President Bill Clinton quoted from twice in
the Rose Garden. Her work on anti-Asian hate violence is documented in the film, "Who
Killed Vincent Chin?" and she was profiled in Bill Moyers' documentary, "Becoming
American: The Chinese Experience.”

In 1997 she decided by the US Supreme Court. Helen Zia received an honorary Doctor of
Laws degree from the Law School of the City University of New York for bringing
important matters of social justice into public view. A member of Princeton University's
first graduating class of women, Helen quit medical school to work as a construction
laborer, an autoworker, and a community organizer, until she discovered her life’s work as
a writer.
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Chinese Exclusion to the 2016 Elections:
Common Themes for Asians in America

When: November 17

Where: ACC Room 3

ABSTRACT: From the days earliest days of US-China trade, the relationship between the
two countries has been complex and fraught with misunderstanding. In the US, the image
of China has often been exploited to promote fear and distrust, creating images of Chinese
that were less than human. Over the years, those images have changed according to the
world political climate but modern times seem remarkably similar to the old images of the
19th Century. With every twist and turn, a hybrid culture of Chinese and Asians in
America has emerged that is often confusing and complicated to new arrivals to the US
from China and Asia.

Author and journalist Helen Zia, an outspoken Chinese American, offers her personal
experiences and observations of how Asians fit into the American landscape, particularly
in light of the recent political storms such as the Black Lives Matter, the immigration
debates and the November presidential elections.
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Program
Activity Schedule Nov. 15-18

Time

November 15

November 16

10am-12pm

12pm

3:00-4:00pm

5:30

7:00-9:00pm

November 17

10:00am-12:00pm

12:00pm

3:00-4:00pm
5:30

7:30-9:00

Event

Welcome Dinner
with J-School
Dean Fan

Research and
Teaching
Discussion with
CGS

Lunch with ZHAO
Wuming and CGS
Students

Screening of “Who
Killed Vincent
Chin” for Honors
Students

Dinner with CGS

Class Visit with
John Noonan’s J-
School Students

Classroom Visit
with CGS
Students

Lunch with J-
School

Tour of Campus

Dinner with J-
School and CGS

Open Lecture

Place

ACC Cafeteria

CGS Office
X%R202

ACC Restaurant

E-404

ACC Restaurant

Classroom

E602

TBA

ACC Restaurant

ACC 3

Tentative Activity Schedule for Helen Zia’s Visit to STU



